
BOARD TO HOLD PUBLIC HEARINGS JUNE 16

The Board of Directors set two public hearings to occur at its June 16 meeting, which begins at 
6:30 p.m.

One hearing will focus on projects to be considered for federal transportation formula funds 
available in fiscal year 2010-2011.  DRCOG may have approximately $55 million of federal 
transportation formula funds available in fiscal year 2010-2011 that are not yet programmed. 
In anticipation, DRCOG opened a call for projects to use the funds and made a commitment 
in principle to the US 36 Corridor project. Projects are only eligible if they can start implemen-
tation before the end of federal fiscal year 2011 (September 30, 2011). Comments on projects 
submitted for the funds will be taken as part of the public hearing. A list of submitted projects 
may be found on the DRCOG Web site at www.drcog.org. The Board will select the projects to 
receive the available funds at the July 21 Board meeting. 

The second hearing concerns additional Colorado Department of Transportation projects, 
available on the DRCOG website, in the Denver region that may be funded with American 
Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA) funding. The Board will consider the projects imme-
diately following the public hearing. 

In addition to the hearing, DRCOG’s website provides the ability to comment online about the 
projects; please visit www.drcog.org and look for the public hearing icons to get more informa-
tion and comment.  

BOARD ADOPTS 2010-2011 STRATEGIC PLAN 

The Board adopted DRCOG’s 2010-2011 Strategic Plan. The plan, approved annually by the 
Board, outlines organizational priorities for the coming year. In addition to ongoing activities 
and responsibilities, highlights for 2010-2011 include a regionwide forum on universal design; 
the four-year plan on aging; restructuring the Clean Water Program; and the Metro Vision, 
Regional Transportation Plan and Transportation Improvement Program policy updates that 
address the Board’s draft sustainability concepts and goals. 
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2010 LEGISLATIVE WRAP UP

Board members received a recap of the highlights of the 2010 session of the Colorado General Assembly and 
the resulting impact on DRCOG and the region’s local governments. The General Assembly concluded the ses-
sion earlier this month. The summary attached to this issue of DRCOG Update highlights the significant pieces 
of legislation for DRCOG during the session. 

SITE APPLICATION COMMENTS

The Board approved comments for the Water Quality Control Division of the Colorado Department of Public 
Health and Environment recommending approval of the site application for the City of Boulder Reservoir and 
Fire Training Center lift station. As part of state and federal regional waste treatment planning requirements, 
DRCOG reviews and provides comments on waste treatment facilities such as lift stations throughout the 
region. The reviews focus on planning area boundaries, facility service areas and facility location, sizing and 
timing. 

SECOND QUARTER 2010 POLICY AMENDMENTS TO THE 2008-2013 
TRANSPORTATION IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM 

The Board also amended the 2008-2013 Transportation Improvement Program (TIP), as part of quarterly 
policy amendments. Two amendments are necessary for the Colorado Department of Transportation Region 
1 to fund projects from recently released contingency funds; amendments processed in the first quarter pro-
grammed funds for Regions 4 and 6. 

BOARD RESOLUTION SUPPORTS PARTNERSHIP FOR SUSTAINABLE 
COMMUNITIES

In other business, the Board adopted a resolution supporting the federal government’s Partnership for Sus-
tainable Communities. The partnership involves three federal agencies whose programs impact the physical 
form of America’s communities – Housing and Urban Development (HUD), the Department of Transportation 
(DOT), and the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) – to lead the way in reshaping the role of the federal 
government in helping communities obtain the capacity to embrace a more sustainable future. In taking the 
action, the Board agreed to integrate the Partnership’s six livability principles into ongoing and future Metro 
Vision discussions. The principles include the following.

• Provide more transportation choices
• Promote equitable, affordable housing
• Enhance economic competitiveness
• Support existing communities
• Coordinate policies and leverage investment
• Value communities and neighborhoods. 
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PRESENTATION ON REGIONAL AIR QUALITY COUNCIL

Andy Spielman, chair of the Regional Air Quality Council (RAQC), updated the Board on the RAQC’s 2010 
agenda. The RAQC, the lead air quality planning agency for the Denver metro area, was reauthorized in March 
2009 by Gov. Bill Ritter to enhance the council’s composition and mission to fulfill its air quality planning respon-
sibilities. The mission of the RAQC is to develop and propose effective and cost-efficient air quality planning 
initiatives, with input from government agencies, the private sector, stakeholder groups, and citizens of the 
Denver metro area. The council members are appointed by the governor and include representatives of local 
governments in the Denver metro area. Local government representatives include: Debra Baskett, transportation 
manager for the City and County of Broomfield; Eric Doering, mayor of Frederick; Susan Kirkpatrick, executive 
director of the Colorado Department of Local Affairs; Nancy Sharpe, mayor of Greenwood Village; Will Toor, 
Boulder County commissioner; and Jennifer Schaufele, DRCOG executive director.  

DRCOG Board members are invited to participate in a day-long regional air quality planning workshop on June 4 
at the Oxford Hotel, 1600 17th Street (plan to arrive early as seating is limited). The Regional Air Quality Council 
(RAQC) and the Governors’ Institute on Community Design (http://www.govinstitute.org) are bringing state 
and national experts to Denver to talk about transportation, land use and air quality. The event is co-hosted by 
the Office of Governor Ritter, DRCOG, the RAQC and the Metro Mayors Caucus.

BIKE TO WORK DAY 

The Board also heard a presentation on Bike to Work Day 2010, slated for June 23. This year, DRCOG RideAr-
rangers has organized a leaner, greener event, keyed on a new website with a fresh look and more user options. 
Community Pages, My Page, an interactive map and many other features make this a valuable tool for both event 
participants and partners. The website will be up year round, serving as a clearinghouse of information from 
partner agencies and bicycle advocacy organizations. Visit www.drcog.org to find a link to Bike To Work Day 
materials and the website.  

JOIN DRCOG FOR AN INFORMATIVE LOOK AT REGIONAL POLICY 
MODELING 

 A presentation on 21st Century Models for 21st Century Planning is set for 2:30 p.m. Wednesday, June 2 in the 
DRCOG Independence Pass conference room to explore how DRCOG’s new modeling tools can help local elected 
officials think through regional policy issues. This month, DRCOG rolled out its Focus Regional Travel Model, 
one of only five next-generation models operational in the nation today. DRCOG Regional Modeling Manager 
Erik Sabina and Regional Economist Phyllis Resnick will be the presenters. 

WESTERN HIGH SPEED RAIL ALLIANCE EVENT

DRCOG will host a lunch event, beginning at 11:30 a.m. Friday, June 11, for a conversation on the Western High- 
Speed Rail Alliance. Tom Skancke of the Alliance will lead a discussion on how building a partnership for high- 



speed rail is important for economic development, travel and tourism, and sustainability. Details are still being 
finalized; watch for more information on this unique opportunity. Skancke spoke at a DRCOG-sponsored event 
in October 2008 when he was a member of the National Surface Transportation Policy and Revenue Study Com-
mission. 


